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Multi-Tiered Instructional Practices for 
Teaching Comprehension Strategies 

Joan Sedita 
Keys to Literacy 
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RtI, MTSS Basics 

•  Promotes school improvement using data-driven problem 
solving based on assessment  

•  Provides multiple levels of instruction and support for all 
learners (struggling through advanced) 

•  Provides instructional support and PD to teachers 

•  Requires collaboration between general and special ed 

•  MTSS emphasizes prevention through effective, research-
based core instruction 
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http://www.florida-rti.org/flMod/threeTierModel.htm 

Tiered Literacy Instruction  
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Multi-Tiered System 
of Instruction and Support 

Significant 
intervention 

time,     
small-group 
instruction 

Some 
support, 

smaller size 
classes, 

target weak 
areas 

Grade-level 
reading & 

writing 
embedded in 

content 
instruction 

Advanced, 
challenging 
reading & 

writing 
embedded in 

content 
instruction 

Struggling Weak Grade Level Above Grade 

Tier I: All Students 

Tier II: Supplemental  

Tier III: Intervention  
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Main Idea Skills 

Top Down 
Topic Webs 

Summary Question 
Generation 

Two Column 
Notes 
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Top-Down Topic Web 

A. Morrissey 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wildfires 
By Semour Simon 

Causes of 
wildfires Fighting 

a 
wildfire

After a 
wildfire 

Human (man) Nature 

Burning 
match 

Carelessness 

Firefighters 

Lightning 

The sun 

Let it burn 
(naturally) 

Flame 
retardant 

Start 
smaller fires 

with drip 
torch 

New life is 
formed 

Fire beetles 
lay eggs 

Animals 
return 

Birds nest 
on dead 

trees 

Lodgepole pines 
lose excess sap to 
keep them alive 

Sealed pinecones open 
up, chipmunks eat seeds 

Problem 
with 

wildfires 

Structural 
damage to 

historical sites 

Spreads 
quickly 

Temporarily 
makes forest 
look “dead” 

Can be 
difficult to 

fight 
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Two-Column 
Notes 

A. Morrissey 

 
Name: _____________________________  Date:_______________Time:____________ 
 

Two Column Notes 
Highly Scaffolded 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What fires need to burn 
 

• Fuel 
- ash can be fuel 

• Oxygen 
- invisible gas, air we breathe 

• heat 
Causes of wildfires • Humans 

- camp fire 
- matches 

• Nature 
- lightning 
- sun 
- heat from fire can cause 

more fires 
How plants and animals adjust to 
wildfires during and after 
 

• trees- cycle of life needs fires 
• Animals- flee from the fire, like 

humans! 
• If an animal dies it is usually due to 

smoke inhalation 
• Dead woods, twigs, and bark 

accumulate on floor, need to burn 
• Fire beetles lay eggs 
• Birds nest on dead trees 
• Sealed pinecones open up 
• Insects return and feast on plants 
• Rodents build homes in grass 
• Burnt down trees now allow sun to 

shine to lower level tree 
 

Wildfire structural damage 
 

• can burn historical structures 
• drive tourists from the parks 
 

How to fight a wildfire • let them burn 
• use a drip torch to burn mini fires 
• fire retardant 
• water 

Wildfires by: Seymour Simon 

In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l E
xa

m
pl

e 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Summary 

 Some people think wildfires are bad while others think they 
are good.  Regardless of a persons feelings they are essential to 
continue the forest life cycle.  First, wildfires can’t be prevented.  
They happen often.  Sometimes they are started by carelessness of 
humans but most start because of natural causes such as lighting.  
Once a first begins the firefighters must decide if they will fight the 
fire or let it burn.  More often than not they will allow the fire to burn 
as this is a natural process.  However, in 1988 at Yellowstone 
National Park they decided to fight the fire to protect historical 
structures from possibly burning down.  After a fire finally burns out 
or is put out the life cycle begins again.  Animals come back to the 
area, crops and tress begin to grow again and the plants that 
previously had no light because the trees were so tall start to 
prosper again.  However, nobody knows when the wildfire cycle will 
hit the same area again. 
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Bloom’s Questions 

Remembering What started the 1988 wildfire in Yellowstone 
National Park? 
 

Understanding Tell me in your own words why a wildfire can be 
considered good. 
 

Applying If you were in Yellowstone National Park and saw a 
fire burning what would you do? 
 

Analyzing What things are similar/different from a house fire 
and a wildfire?  
 

Evaluating Rank the events of the Yellowstone National Park in 
order of importance. 
  

Creating What would the world be like if there were no 
wildfires? 
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How can the routine be used? 

•  By individual teachers, 
but best used by a 
team of teachers or 
school-wide 

•  Consistent set of 
strategies are passed 
from grade to grade 
and subject to subject 
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•  Review the sample text about napping.  

•  How was annotation used as a scaffold to aid 
comprehension?  

Practice Activity 

2       
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Top-Down Topic Web 

Visual representation of the �big picture� 

 
 

 
Shows relationships among topics and  main 

ideas in a hierarchical way 
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Comparison 
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Position, Shape, Color 
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Source 
can be 
content 
that is… 

•  …read: expository or narrative text 

•  …said: lectures, video, class discussion, YouTube, etc. 

•  …done: plan event, stages in a process, organize items, 
overview of a syllabus, etc.  
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Scaffolding Topic Webs 
 

•  Introduce topic webs using                   
everyday examples and visuals. 

 

•  Provide partially completed webs.  
 

•  Provide topics, have students sort into a topic 
web. 

•  Scaffold the text before students create a web. 
–  chunk the text  
–  highlight text features such as headings 

•  Allow students to create webs in small 
collaborative groups. 
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Topic  ___________________________ 

Big ideas Supporting details 

Two-Column Notes 
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From Webs to Notes 

Big 
Topic 

A
Subtopic

B
Subtopic

C
Subtopic

Big 
Topic 

A
Subtopic

B
Subtopic

C
Subtopic

Detail
Detail
Detail
Detail

Detail
Detail
Detail
Detail

Detail
Detail
Detail
Detail
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WHAT is a summary? 

•  One of the most 
effective strategies 

•  A review of the 
main ideas or most 
important events 

How is summarizing 
different from retelling or 

recounting? 

Sponge Metaphor 
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WHY teach it? 

Summarizing has been identified  
–  as one of the most effective comprehension strategies (Nat’l 

Reading Panel, Reading Next)  

–  as one of the most effective writing practices   (Writing to 
Read, Writing Next) 

Standards Connection: 
•  R#2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze 

their development; summarize the key supporting ideas and 
details.  

•  W#8: Gather relevant information from sources� integrate the 
information while avoiding plagiarism.  
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What can be summarized? 
 

Non-Text 
•  Experiment 
•  Process 
•  Event 
•  Video 
•  Lecture 
•  Discussion 

 

Text 
•  Expository 

–  Textbook section, 
chapter 

–  Article 

•  Narrative 
–  Literacy elements: 

character, setting, 
theme, problem/
solution 

–  Plot summary 
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Transition 
Words 

Transition Words and Phrases

To indicate a time relationship after, afterward, after that, at first, at this time,
before, beginning with, beyond, during, earlier,
ending with, eventually, finally, following, from
then on, in the meantime, last, later, meanwhile,
next, now, since, soon, then, until, while

To indicate spatial placement below, beside, between, beyond, farther on,
here, next to, parallel with

To list or present a series of
ideas

after, after that, finally, first, lastly, next,
second, third

To add information or continue
a line of thought

also, another, besides, further, furthermore, in
addition, likewise, moreover, similarly

To summarize or show
conclusion

accordingly, finally, in conclusion, in other
words, in short, to conclude, to sum up, to
summarize

To show comparison by comparison, compared to, in like manner,
likewise, similarly

To show contrast although, but, however, in contrast,
nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand,
unlike

To repeat information or stress
a point

above all, in fact, in other words, most
important, once again, to repeat

To provide an example or
illustrate a point

for example, for instance, such as, to illustrate,
that is

To show cause and effect as a result, because, because of, caused by,
consequently, for that reason, that is why,
therefore, thus

To state the obvious

©J. Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com

certainly, granted that, in fact, most certainly,
naturally, obviously, of course, surely,
undoubtedly, without a doubt

pu
rp

os
e 

http://
www.keystoliteracy.
com/resources/
worksheets/ 
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Scaffolds 

 

  two-column notes 
     (left column) 

big ideas details

top-down topic 
web 

List of main ideas 
 

   1. 
   2. 
   3. 
   4. 

summary 
template 
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Summary 
Template 
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1.  panic on island 
2.  ship sails by 
3.  fire goes out 
4.  they kill the pig 

     There is a lot of panic and arguing on the island 
during chapter 4. First, Ralph sees that a ship sails by 
and wonders why it didn’t stop. He learns that the reason 
is because the boys let the fire go out. Then the boys 
are hungry and lacking food, so they decide to a try and 
kill a pig.  

Example: list of main ideas 
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Summarize how the character Atticus Finch in To 
Kill a Mockingbird demonstrates courage.  

Atticus Finch: 
Courage 

 

defended Tom 
Robinson 

 
shot a  

rabid dog 

 
faces down 
lynch mob 

Example: top-down topic web 
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       Throughout To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus 
Finch demonstrates that he is a courageous man. 
For instance, he was willing to face criticism and 
threats of violence to defend Tom Robinson, a 
black man who was on trial during the Jim Crow 
era. Atticus also shows his courage by shooting a 
rabid dog that was running wildly in the streets 
even though he could have been bit. Finally, 
Atticus protects Tom by facing down a mob that is 
trying to lynch him.   
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5th grader uses his web  
to plan a summary 
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The student wrote his summary and 
used color to compare to his web. 
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notes 
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Summary 

 The Colonists revolted for several reasons. 
Tensions began to build as colonists were taxed 
more and more without representation. For 
example, the Sugar Act and the Tea Act imposed 
new taxes on Colonists without giving them a say. 
Therefore, many colonists began to boycott, protest 
and make threats to show their anger. For 
example, colonists began tarring and feathering tax 
collectors. Finally, war was on the horizon once 
King George rejected the Olive Branch Petition. This 
set the stage for the start of the revolution with the 
�shot heard round the world�.  
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Example:  
Partially Completed Summary 
 
The ________ revolted for several reasons. 
________ began to build as colonists were taxed 
more and more without ________. For example, 
the _______ and the Tea Act imposed new taxes on 
Colonists without giving them a say. Therefore, 
many colonists began to _______, protest and make 
threats to show their anger. For example, colonists 
began tarring and feathering ________. Finally, war 
was on the horizon once King George rejected the 
________. This set the stage for the start of the 
_________ with the �shot heard round the world�.  
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WHAT is question generation? 

•  Student  created questions based 
on source to support 
comprehension  
–  Source: anything that is read, said or 

done 

•  Student created questions along a 
continuum of cognitive levels to 
support lower and higher level 
thinking 
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Question Terms & Prompts 

•  Review the lists of question terms and prompts. 

•  Remember! Students need to learn: 

–  There are different levels of thinking 

–  The level of thinking required to answer a question is 
based on the content of the question, not the question 
term(s) used 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com

http://
www.keystoliteracy.
com/resources/
worksheets/ 
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Instruction for Question 
Generation 

•  Model question 
generation and provide 
guided practice 

•  Teach meaning and use 
of question terms 

•  Teach a continuum of 
questions 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com
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Bloom��s Taxonomy (revised) 

                 Creating: what if? create 
             

       Evaluating: fair/unfair;              
  right/wrong; ranking 

 
         Analyzing: compare/contrast 
 
      Applying: use/do it 
 
   Understanding: in your own words 
 
Remembering: facts 

http://
www.keystoliteracy.
com/resources/
worksheets/ 
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Example: School Lunch 

•  Remembering: What is on the lunch menu today? 

•  Understanding: In our own words, what does 
nutritious mean? 

•  Applying: Using the rules and procedures at our school, 
order and purchase lunch today. 

•  Analyzing: Compare school lunch and lunch at home on 
the weekends.  

•  Evaluating: Rank the three best lunches the school 
offers. Justify your ranking. 

•  Create: Create a lunch menu that is both nutritious and 
appealing to students.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com
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Keys to Literacy 
•  The Key Comprehension Routine  
•  The Key Vocabulary Routine  
•  Keys to Close Reading  
•  Keys to Content Writing 
•  Keys to Argument Writing 
•  The ANSWER Key Routine for Extended Response 

Literacy Lines Blog 
http://blog.keystoliteracy.com/ 

 

Twitter 
@keystoliteracy 

 

Free Instructional Resources 
http://www.keystoliteracy.com/resources/articles/ 

 




















